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ADJOURNMENT OF THE HOUSE 

HON KIM CHANCE (Agricultural - Leader of the House) [10.14 pm]:  I move - 

That the House do now adjourn. 

Afghanistan, Australian Military Operation - Adjournment Debate 

HON DEE MARGETTS (Agricultural) [10.14 pm]:  I want to make a statement on behalf of my colleagues in 
the Greens (WA) on the commitment of troops and military hardware from Australia to the military operation in 
Afghanistan.  Members would be in no doubt from my former statements how the Greens viewed the initial 
statements from the United States, and the concern and hope we felt that action may be largely geared towards 
diplomatic efforts to find the perpetrators and to find ways of reaching a more peaceful solution.  Therefore, we 
join those in the community who are shocked and horrified that Australia would even consider acting with 
complicity in the bombing of innocent people in an effort to find the perpetrators of a crime committed by 
groups of individuals who are not representatives of a country or linked to a particular country. 

I have a message that I have agreed to pass on.  This resulted from the peaceful demonstration outside 
Parliament this morning, which was organised by the Afghan Social Council.  However, before presenting that 
message, I point out that last week, a couple of days after the announcement by the Prime Minister, a story 
appeared in The West Australian.  In that story was a request for people to give their opinion on Australia’s 
further military involvement.  The answer was hidden in a tiny column, somewhere deep in the newspaper, the 
next day.  Whatever is the accuracy of a web poll, 48 per cent of respondents in Western Australia did not agree 
to Australia’s further military involvement. 

Another poll was conducted on the same day by ninemsn.  That was a national poll, and a huge number of people 
across the country participated.  I guess ninemsn conducts polls from time to time.  However, at the time that 
poll was withdrawn - I have no idea why - the results showed that 37.2 per cent of people across the country did 
not agree to sending in the 1 500 Australian troops.  It may have appeared somewhere, but I have not seen 
anything from Channel Nine that indicates the result of that poll.  One looked at the poll, and then it disappeared 
off the face of the earth.  Therefore, as in many cases, it seems that truth is one of the first casualties of war.  In 
this case, public opinion in Australia seems to be one of those casualties. 

I know that Rehame Australia Monitoring Services Pty Ltd has published some results of what it believes is the 
impact of talkback radio.  They are not always accurate either.  However, although they indicate that it seemed to 
be a popular, or, to be totally cynical, populist, response to Australia’s volunteering support for the war against 
terrorism - whatever people perceive that to be - I can only assume that the federal Government felt that by 
involving Australia in a more direct way in a military assault, that would mean greater popularity for the 
Government.  Clearly, that is not the case.  It seems that the community in Australia, and perhaps particularly in 
Western Australia, is beginning to think differently. 

Having said that, I will read out the message from this morning’s peaceful protest -  

Ladies and Gentlemen: 
Brothers and Sisters: 

The unjust military operation of America and its allies is continuing in Afghanistan.  Afghanistan and 
its desperate and oppressed people have suffered for the last two decades. 

It is tragic that they have now become the political victims of powerful foreigners. 

Their old wounds have not been allowed to heal yet they face another massive onslaught from the 
richest and most powerful nation in the world. 

Last week alone hundreds of helpless and innocent civilians became the victims of this ominous and 
dangerous military game. 

We, the Afghan community in Western Australia, seriously request the American Government and its 
allies to stop bombing and refrain from using Cruise Missiles resulting in the deaths of innocent 
civilians in Afghanistan.  Further more we request America and its allies to stop their military operation 
and seek a diplomatic solution to the real problems of Afghanistan, which they have chosen to ignore 
for too long.  

Therefore, The Afghan Social Council, together with other social and charitable organisations in 
Western Australia, would like to issue a four-part resolution and address it to the relevant authorities. 
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1 We are against terrorism.  We strongly condemn any kind of terrorism.  We want to end 
terrorism all over the world.  

2 We request America and its allies to seek a political solution, not a military one, in addressing 
the present situation in Afghanistan.  The history of Afghanistan and the fighting for the last 23 
years in Afghanistan show that war can not be a solution for problems, such as these.  

3 We seriously request America and its allies to refrain from the military attack that results in the 
death of defenceless, innocent people of Afghanistan.  This is a totally irresponsible action.  
Over the last two weeks during this operation hundreds of innocent civilians have lost their 
lives.  

If this operation continues there may be thousands of civilians killed, that in itself will be an 
act of terrorism, albeit of a different kind.  

4 All Afghan forces personnel and eminent persons who do not belong to any political faction 
and whose hands are not smeared with their nation’s blood are requested to make the best 
effort towards the restoration and rebuilding of Afghanistan and the creation of a broad based 
national government without any foreign interference that is able to foster national security and 
territorial integrity.  

If any government is imposed by foreigners, it will be refused by the brave and long-suffering 
people of Afghanistan without any doubt. 

Once again I would like to thank you for your support and interest.   

I would like to add that it is time for all of us to redouble our efforts against crime against humanity.  From the 
point of view of my colleagues in the Greens (WA), this means that we support an extensive search led by the 
United Nations for the people behind the recent atrocities in the United States of America.  We do not support a 
violent operation that will lead to more senseless deaths.  In terms of crimes against humanity, those who 
develop, foster or are prepared to use weapons of mass destruction of any kind, fall into that category of crimes 
against humanity and there should be a world court that has the strength at least of the United Nations.  I would 
like to see it have at least the power of the World Trade Organisation, but in a different way  - a power for peace, 
not division.   

This is one of the most serious issues that we have had to face for many years.  It is absolutely important that the 
decisions that are made here are not a prelude to an election but the beginnings of a better future.   

Question put and passed.  

House adjourned at 10.22 pm 

__________ 
 


